"I:{_ SAINT POLYCARP
—+ CATHOLIC CHURCH

8100 Chapman Avenue, Stanton CA 90680 | (714) 893-2766 | www.stpolycarp.org

MISSION STATEMENT

We are a faith-based Catholic community whose
members are enriched by the celebration of the
Sacraments and opportunities to deepen our prayer
lives. Guided by the Word of God and family values,
we strive always to be a beacon of light for the lost,

the lonely, the marginalized, and all those seeking
the truth as we walk in the footsteps of those first
disciples of Jesus and our patron St. Polycarp.

CLERGY WEEKEND MASSES
PASTOR Saturday
Rev. Viet Peter Ho 5:00 PM English
7:00 PM Vietnamese
PAROCHIAL VICAR Sunday
Rev. Nicolaus Duy Thai 7:30 AM English
Rev. Luis Segura 9:00 AM Spanish
TRANSITIONAL DEACON 11:00 AM  English
Den. Francis Ang 1:00PM  Spanish
4:00 PM Vietnamese
DEACONS 6:00PM  Spanish
Dcn. Ramiro Lopez
en. Davie 1 Do WEEKDAY MASSES
Dcn. Juan Ochoa 6:30 AM English (Mon-Fri)

8:30 AM English (Mon-Sat)

6:30 PM  Spanish (Mon)
SUPPORT STAFF 6:30 PM Vietnamese (Fri)

BUSINESS MANAGER

Tom H. Ma EUCHARISTIC
ADORATION
— e - .
(FE‘I‘\:I;TI:g;‘S"::;'I;':‘) 9:00 AM - 10 AM  (Fri) POPE'S INTENTICN -
Sister Jessica Corral 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM (at) mcH
SACRAMENT OF
FAITH FORMATION RECONCILIATION
. (VIETNAMESE) R 7:15PM (Monday) p
Sister Mary Anne~Th|en 9:00 AM (Friday) For Disarmament and Peace
Huong Nguyen 3:30 PM  (Saturday)
CONFIRMATION PROGRANM OFFICE HOURS Let us pray that nations move toward
Sister Anna Anh Tram Tran Monday-Friday effective disarmament, particularly nuclear
9:30 AM - 12:00 PM disarmament, and that world leaders
'V'US’K'C D';‘EETOR 1:30 PE" y >:30 PM choose the path of dialogue and diplomacy
ara For unday . .
8:30 AM - 12:30 PM instead of violence.
YOUTH COORDINATOR 1:30 PM - 3:30 PM

Joseph Do

info@stpol .
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MASS INTENTIONS/INTENCIONES DE MISA/
XIN Y 18 CAU NGUYEN

Saturday, March 21, 2026

5:00 PM Alicia®r & Graciela Ramirezw; Joseph TranT &
Ngoc Phan

7:00 PM Dominic NgoT* & Hoang Nguyen; Lucia™ &
Peter

Sunday, March 22, 2026

7:30 AM James Khoa Nguyenw;

Paul Lucia Quang Hien® & All Ancestors®
9:00 AM Luis Jimenez PerezT &

Maria Trinidad Jimenez; Jose Alfredo Corado
11:00 AM  Gil V. Pacificar®; Holly; Thanksgiving

1:00 PM Arnulfo Herreratr & Raquel Herrera®;
Jose Sanchez®; Luciano Cruzit
4:00 PM Maria® & Ancestors of a FamilyT;
Special Family Intentions
6:00 PM Jose Donaciano Bretado Garcia® &
Jesus Ceniceros Nunez;
Jose Alfredo Corado®; Vivian Vazquez (health)
Monday, March 23, 2026
6:30 AM Melaquides Layug®; Richard Saragosa®
8:30 AM Hermilo Osorio® & Paula Verdin®;
Manuel Hernandez¥; Pantleo Family
6:30 PM Maria de la Luz Valencia Mendozat;
Apolinar Uriostegui; Mary Lopez (birthday)
Tuesday, March 24, 2026
6:30 AM Citlalli Vazquez (conversion);
Special Family Intentions
8:30 AM All Souls in Purgatory®; Thanksgiving
Wednesday, March 25, 2026

6:30 AM Jose Manuel Nares Lemus;
Leon Gomez Family
8:30 AM Jose Luis Lemus & Jesus Ortiz Sendejas (health)

Thursday, March 26, 2026

6:30 AM Xavier Mateo Mendoza & Susana Lopez
8:30 AM All Souls®; Tammy Hue (birthday)
Friday, March 27, 2026

6:30 AM Monica Maria® & Joseph Maria®; Peter® &
Teresatr
8:30 AM Dinh Khoi®; All Souls; Catarina Hong PhamT

6:30 PM Pray for our parishioners

Saturday, March 28, 2026

8:30 AM S. Jessica Corral (birthday) &
Esmeralda Ochoa (birthday); Franciscoi &
Romana Mufioz

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Sunday: Ez37:12-14/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8/
Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17,
20-27, 33b-45

Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or
13:41c-62/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/In 8:1-11
Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9/Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21/

Jn 8:21-30
Wednesday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 11/
Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38

Thursday: Gn 17:3-9/Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Jn 8:51-59
Friday: Jer 20:10-13/Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7/

Jn 10:31-42
Saturday: Ez37:21-28/Jr 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13/

Jn 11:45-56

Next Sunday: Mt 21:1-11 (37)/Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20,
23-24/1s 50:4-7/Phil 2:6-11/
Mt 26:14-27:66 or 27:11-54
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Mar 14/15 Masses S 21,959.50
Mar 14/15 Online S 2,291.94
Total collection: S 24,251.44

Thank you for your support! jGracias por su apoyo!
Cam on tém ldng qudng dai cua moi ngudi.

Pray for the Sick
Marcus
Nicole
Sherry
Kevin
Elowen

PSA 2026 REPORT

AS OF 03/02/2026
# PLEDGES RECEIVED: 217

TOTAL PAID: $63,861.00
OUR 2026 PSA GOAL: $109,760.00
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Las lecturas de la semana del 22 de marzo de 2026

Domingo: Ez37,12-14/Sal 129, 1-2. 3-4. 5-6. 7-8/
Rom 8, 8-11/Jn 11, 1-45 0 11, 3-7. 17.
20-27. 33-45
Lunes: Dn 13, 1-9.15-17.19-30. 33-62 0 13,
41-62/Sal 22, 1-3.3-4.5.6/Jn 8, 1-11
Martes: Nm 21, 4-9/Sal 101, 2-3. 16-18. 19-21/
Jn 8, 21-30
Miércoles: Is 7, 10-14; 8, 10/Sal 39, 7-8. 8b-9.
10. 11/Heb 10, 4-10/Lc 1, 26-38
Jueves: Gn 17, 3-9/Sal 104, 4-5. 6-7. 8-9/Jn 8, 51-59
Viernes: Jr 20, 10-13/Sal 17, 2-3. 3-4.5-6. 7/
Jn 10, 31-42
Sabado: Ez37,21-28/Jr 31,10.11-12.13/
Jn 11, 45-56
Domingo: Mt 21, 1-11 (37)/Sal 21, 8-9. 17-18. 19-20.

23-24/1s 50, 4-7/Flp 2, 6-11/
Mt 26, 14-27, 66 0 27, 11-54

Las conmemoraciones de la semana del 22 de marzo

Domingo: 52 Domingo de Cuaresma

Lunes: San Toribio de Mogrovejo, obispo
Miércoles: La Anunciacidon del Sefior

Domingo: Domingo de Ramos de la Pasion de Cristo;

Comienza la Semana Santa

(PRACTICANDO) CATOLICA: RECONOCE A DIOS EN TUS
MOMENTOS ORDINARIOS
Por Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Mini reflexion: Jesus podria haber resucitado a cualquier
persona al azar de entre los muertos en este, el quinto
domingo de Cuaresma. Entonces, si pudiese haber sido
cualquiera, ¢por qué fue Lazaro?

Lo que Lazaro Queria

"Debe ser una locura, ser Dios", dijo uno de mis amigos en la
escuela preparatoria. "¢Se siente como jugar a Los Sims todo
el dia? éSimplemente hacer que la gente haga cosas porque
quieres ver qué pasa?"

Creo que todos a veces caemos en esta forma retorcida de
pensar sobre la omnipotencia de Dios. Es comprensible, hasta
cierto punto. La fragilidad de nuestra propia agencia en este
mundo, nuestra capacidad real para impactar o cambiar
cualquier cosa ... bueno, todo se siente especialmente
insignificante cuando lo pones al lado del poder del Creador.
"Oh Dios, tu mar es tan grande", dice la oracion del viejo
pescador. "Y mi bote es tan pequefio".

Pero hoy, al resucitar a Lazaro de entre los muertos, se nos
recuerda que Dios quiere darnos albedrio.

Jesus podria haber resucitado a cualquier persona al azar de
entre los muertos en este, el quinto domingo de Cuaresma. Su
intencidn era clara: prefigurar su propia pasién, muerte y

resurreccion, y exhibir la cercania de Dios a los que lloran.
"Esta enfermedad no va a terminar en la muerte", les dice a
sus compafieros. "sino para la gloria de Dios, para que el Hijo
de Dios sea glorificado por ella". (Juan 11:4)

Entonces, si pudiese haber sido cualquiera, ¢por qué fue
Lazaro?

Creo que la respuesta tiene que ser que esto fue algo con lo
que Lazaro estuvo de acuerdo. Quizds no de una manera
explicita, porque no conocia la mente ni los planes de Dios.
Pero en su amistad con Jesus, en la fuerza de su fey la
profundidad de su devocion a Dios, en cada oracidn que
pronunciaba —"Sefior, hagase tu voluntad"— estaba de
acuerdo. Unay otra vez, en lo que decia y lo que hacia, Lazaro,
amado amigo de Cristo, dijo: "Sefior, te amo. Sefior, Usame".

En esta ultima semana completa de Cuaresma, digamoslo con
él: "Senor, te amo. Sefior, Usame".

MEDITACION DEL EVANGELIO — ALENTAR UN
ENTENDIMIENTO MAS PROFUNDO DE LA ESCRITURA

Esta por terminar la Cuaresma; un domingo mds y estaremos
celebrando el Domingo de Ramos. Cuarenta dias de
preparacién para la Pascua estan por concluir. Hemos
acompanfiado a Jesus que pasé por las tentaciones en el
desierto; luego subimos con El al monte de la Transfiguracién;
fuimos al pozo de Jacob con la mujer samaritanay
encontramos el Agua Viva; llegamos a la piscina de Siloé y
fuimos curados de nuestras cegueras. Y hoy, celebramos el
domingo en el que resucitaremos junto con Lazaro. La
resurrecciéon de Lazaro es un triunfo sobre la muerte. Pero
antes de este milagro, Marta, la hermana de Lazaro, sale al
encuentro de Jesus y, en su didlogo, El le dice: “Yo soy la
resurreccion y la vida. El que cree en mi, aunque muera, vivira”
(Juan 11:26). Jesus nos hace hoy la misma pregunta que le
hizo a Marta: “éCrees esto?” ¢Qué le respondes tu? éHas
experimentado algin cambio en tu corazén durante esta
Cuaresma?

Si nuestra fe es madura, viviremos como resucitados desde
ahora, no solo al final de nuestra vida. Demos, pues, a Jesus
una respuesta profunda y comprometida con nosotros
mismos y con quienes nos rodean. Respondamos como Marta
y como Pedro: “Si, Sefior, creo”. Sefor, ayudanos a ser parte
de tu proyecto de vida, a construir un mundo mejor donde
reine la paz. Queremos ser testigos de esperanza, donde tu
amor exista a través de nuestra vida y nuestro caminar hacia
Ti. Jesus nos dice hoy a cada uno de nosotros: “jLdzaro, sal
fuera!” (Juan 11:43). OLPi



Ngay Lau La
Chung tay chudn bi cho Lé La

Thi Tu - 25/3/26

ngay sau Thanh Lé 8:30 sang
tai Hoi Trudng Giao Xir.

Kinh mai cong doan cung dén phu gitp lau va
chuan bjla dura cho cacthanh lé Chia Nhat Lé La.

Pay 1a sinh hoat hang nam quy ty dong dao thién
nguyén vién, cang nhau ria 14, tia 1a va chuan bj
cho timg thanh I8 trong tinh than phuyc vy va hiép
nhat. Vira lam viéc Chua. vira ¢ dip gdp g nhau
trong tinh than.

Giao xur chan thanh tri an syt dan than va long
quang dai ciaquy ong baanh chjem,

Nhu mot 16 cdm on, gido xir sé chudn bj pizza va
nuacudng danh cho tdt ca cac thién nguyénvién.

Gido XU Thanh Polycarp xin thanh kinh phan uu
cing Tang Quyén trudc sy ra di cla:

Chi ANNA TRUONG THU HA
da dugc Chua goi vé ngay 3 théng 3nam 2026

“Ta la sw song lai va la sic song.

At tin vae Ta th du da diet cang «é dugc song.”

fGa 11.235)

Nguyén xin Thien Choa giau long thuong x6t
sam dén nhan linh hdn ANNA
vao hudng Nhan Thanh Chua,
va xin Ngudi ban on nang da, Ui an Tang Quyén
trong luc dau bubn nay.

C6ng Doan thanh kinh phan uu.

uribius Alfonso dang

gitr vai trd Chanh An

Toa Thdm Tra tai Tay
Ban Nha thi Vua Philip Il ra I&nh
tan phong cho ngai idm t8ng
gidm myc thia sal clia mgt
thugc dia ¢ Tan Theé Gidi. Ngai
chua timg 13 link myc, sao ngai
cd thé duge tan phong lam tong
giam myc? Bat chdp nhing [6i
phan ddi kich liét, Turibius van
lanh nhan chic thanh. Hai nam
sau, ngai dugc tan phong giam
muc va ri lén dubng di Tan Thé
Gigi, duge bé nhiém lam tong
giam muyc cla thudc dja Peru
thuc Tay Ban Nha.

Su thanh thién va nhan cach
manh mé cia Turibius da dugc
khdng dinh rd rang. Tirnhé, naai
da chuyén tam doc kinh Man Coi
moi ngay va cau nguyén Kinh
Nhat Tung Kinh Bic Me Maria,
cUng nhu siéng nang an chay va
b thi. Ngal tiép tuc thyc hanh
nhing diéu nay sudt cudc doi
minh.

Sau khi dén thudc dia mdi,
Turibius d3 thye hién cudc hanh
trinh dai khodng 600 didm tirbo
bién vao sdu trong A3t lién dén
Lima. Trén dutmg di, ngal thuyét
giang, ban BI tich Rira Tgi va Bi
Tich Thém St cho nhing ai tim
kiém Chia Ki-td, trong d6 cé
Théanh Rosa Lima. Trong phan
l6n cudc dbi 25 ndm 1am téng
giam muc, Turibius @3 ai khdp
tong gido phan rdng In dé hoc
cac phuong ngt, cing clf hanh
Thénh 18 v6i ngutn dan va 18
chue xay dung Gudng sd, trudng
hoc, nha nguyén va bénh vién,

Thdnh Turibius Mogpvejo

LE: THANH: 23 THANG 3

1538-1606

Thanh Turibius dugc biét dén
nhus mdt ngudi bao vé quyén lgl
cUa ngudi ban dja vao thai ky
chl nghia thyc dan dang & giai
doan khac nghiét nhat. Sy van
dong kién tri va nhan manh vao
phdm gid clia ho da gop phdn
lam giam bét phan nao tinh
trang ap buc. Ngai cing chan
chinh nhimg hanh vi lam dung
trong hang gldosi.

VVao ndm 1584, Turibius @3 bién
soan mot cudn sach gido Iy ba
ngdn nglr dé hé trg vigc day gido
Iy cho ngudi dan dia phuong. Va
khi ngai thanh |3p chdng vién
dau tién @ ban cdu Tay, ngai da
ra quy dinh bat budc nhing
ngudl tham du phai hoc cac
ngdn naltban dja.

Sau 25 ndm phyc vu trung
thanh cho Téng Gido Phan Lima,
Turibius d3 qua dof vao nam
1606 va duoc phong thanh vao
khodng 100 ndm sau. Su tan
tam c(ia ngai trong vidc bao vé
phdm gid vén cd cha méi con
ngudt va nhitng nd luc khing
mét mdi 6é dan dat céc linh hdn
dén vdi Chia a3 khign ngai tré
thanh vi thanh bdo tro cho
quyén cla cac dén tdc ban dia
va la thanh bao tro clia Peru,

Lay Thdnh Ti uﬁblx.cs, xin (EL cho chung c;n_'

I Ngudn: MNBA Argentira '
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:! 4 A 3 qﬁl'L(B O 6:00pm - Fhanh. L8
6:45pm - Gidilao/ annhe

25 2026 Thie Tt 7:00pm - Tnh Fam

Chse Vot le Lo

Thu Bay 28/3/2026 \ 6:50PM Lam Phép La trudc nha tho. | 7:00PM Thanh Lé
Chua Nhat 29/3/2026 | 3:50PM Lam Phép L4 truscnha the. | 4:00PM Thanh Lé

o DYp? Thosrds

Th Nam Tuan Thanh 5:00PM  Thanh L& Tiéc Ly
2/4/2026 8:1SPM Chiu Thanh Thé trong Hdi Trubng

Tht Sau Tuan Thanh S:00PM DiDang Thanh Gia
3/4/2026 S:30PM Tudng Niém Cudc Thuong Khé Cla Chia

Thu Bay Tuan Thanh S:00PM  Thanh L& Vong Phic Sinh

4/ 4 /2026
e at Pie Sorh

5/4/2026
4:00PM Thanh L& Mimg Chaa Séng Lai




SAINT POLYCARP WARMLY INVITES THE ENTIRE PARISH
COMMUNITY TO JOURNEY TOGETHER IN PRAYER AND
REFLECTION ON THE PASSION OFCHR_iST THROUGH THE
STATIONS OF THE CROSS. ALL ARE ENCOURAGED TO
PARTICIPATE AS WE WALK TOGETHER IN FAITH DURING THIS
LENTEN SEASON.

EVERY FRIDAY BEGINNING FEBRUARY 20, 2026, THROUGH
MARCH 27, 2026
900 AM - 930 AM | ENGLISH
600 PM - 630 PM | VIETNAMESE
730 PM - 800 PM | SPANISH

Prayer Group

Join us weakly on Thursday mornings
for coffes and refreshments as we
pray with the Sunday Gospel

Where: St. Polycarp Room

When; Thursday Mornings

(Feb. 18 26; March 5, 12, 19, 26)
after 8:30 AM Mass until 10:30 AM

No registration is needed
Plaasea contact Cathy McDonnell for
any questions at 714-496-9537
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< JOIN US EVERY SUNDAY IN MARCHI/ s

IUNETE CON NOSOTROS
TODOS LOS DOMINGOS DE MARZO!
9AM -2 PM

@ MARCH 22/22 MARZO

Presentado por Discipulos Misioneros Adolescentes. )

MARCH 29/29 MARZO
POZGLE TACDS (DORADOS), QUESADILLAS
Presentado por Rios de Ague Viva °

‘:'1-' TEMw el o

Our annual cleaning of the palm leaves

in preparation for our Palm Sunday

celebration will be on

A Wednesday, 3/25/2026,
v in the parish hall
from 9 AM until 1 PM ) \
We will be providing pizza for lunch to i 7 4
all those who volunteer, =

Thanks in advance for your support!

THANKS IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR SUPPORT.

A
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FAITH FORMATION OFFICE HOURS
English/Spanish Religious Education

(714) 892-3158
Monday/Thursday

2 PM—6 PM
Saturday 9 AM—1PM
Confirmation Programs

(714) 890-5200

Tuesday/Wednesday 1 PM—5:30 PM
Friday 1PM—5PM
Sunday 8 AM—3 PM

Vietnamese Religious Education

(714) 620-7895

Sacred Heart Family

Retreat Camp
With the Sacred Heart Sisters

June 25-28, 2026 or
July 2-5,2026

Monday/Wednesday/Friday 2 PM—5:30 PM of go to our website for mare information
https:/[sacredheortretrectcomp com/
Saturday 10 AM—1PM family-camp/
(909)866-5696
St B86 Cienega Rd.
Big Bear Lake, CA 92315
= SAINT POLYCARP
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HOLY THURSDAY 4/2/2026

8:30 AM MORNING PRAYER

5:00 PM MASS OF THE LORD'S SUPPER -
VIETNAMESE

7:00 PM MASS OF THE LORD'S SUPPER - |
ENGLISH/SPANISH

8:15 PM ADORATION OF THE BLESSED

SACRAMENT

GOOD FRIDAY 4/3/2026

8:00 AM GATHER IN THE HALL.

REPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMEN
MORNING PRAYER - ENGLISH

STATIONS OF THE CROSS - ENGLISH

THE LORD'S PASSION - ENGLISH
STATIONS OF THE CROSS - VIETNAMESE
THE LORD'S PASSION - VIETNAMESE
SERMON DE LAS 7 PALABRAS - ESPANOL

8:30 AM
3:00 PM
3:30 PM
5:00 PM
5:30 PM
7:30 PM
8:00 PM
ESPANOL

PROCESION EN SILENCIO Y ORACION A
LA VIRGEN DOLOROSA - ESPANOL

9:00 PM

+ 100 SR e Mosten CATSGRT Cind BRGNS | orisowdie \
Loty Pl ecte 2026

CELEBRACION DE LA PASION DEL SENOR -| kS

CATHOLIC CHURCH

HOLY SATURDAY 4/4/2026

8:30 AM MORNING PRAYER IN ENGLISH
5:00 PM EASTER VIGIL - VIETNAMESE
7:30 PM EASTER VIGIL - ENGLISH/SPANISH

EASTER SUNDAY 4/5/2026

NORMAL SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE




LEO XIV
GENERAL AUDIENCE
Wednesday, 4 February 2026

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning and welcome!

The Conciliar Constitution Dei Verbum, on which we are reflecting during these weeks, indicates in the Sacred Scripture,
read in the living Tradition of the Church, a privileged space for encounter where God continues to speak to the men and
women of every time, so that, by listening, they can know him and love him. The biblical texts, however, were not written
in a heavenly or superhuman language. Indeed, as daily life teaches us, two people who speak different languages cannot
understand each other, cannot enter into dialogue, and are unable to establish a relationship. In some cases, making
oneself understood to others is a first act of love. This is why God chooses to speak using human languages and thus,
various authors, inspired by the Holy Spirit, have written the texts of Sacred Scripture. As the Conciliar document reminds
us, “the words of God, expressed in human language, have been made like human discourse, just as the word of the
eternal Father, when He took to Himself the flesh of human weakness, was in every way made like men” (DV, 13).
Therefore, not only in its content, but also in its language, the Scripture reveals God’s merciful condescension towards
men, and his desire to be close to them.

Throughout the course of Church history, the relationship between the divine Author and the human authors of the sacred
texts has been studied. For several centuries, many theologians were concerned to defend the divine inspiration of the
Sacred Scripture, almost considering the human authors merely as passive tools of the Holy Spirit. In more recent times,
reflection has re-evaluated the contribution of hagiographers in the writing of sacred texts, to the point that the Conciliar
document speaks of God as the principal “author” of Sacred Scripture, but also calls hagiographers “true authors” of the
sacred books (cf. DV, 11). As a keen exegete of the last century observed, “to reduce human activity to that of a mere
amanuensis is not to glorify divine activity”. [1] God never mortifies human beings and their potential!

If, therefore, the Scripture is the word of God in human words, any approach to it that neglects or denies one of these two
dimensions proves to be partial. It follows that a correct interpretation of the sacred texts cannot dispense with the
historic environment in which they developed and the literary forms that were used; on the contrary, to renounce the
study of the human words that God used risks leading to fundamentalist or spiritualist readings of the Scripture, which
betray its meaning. This principle also applies to the proclamation of the Word of God: if it loses touch with reality, with
human hopes and sufferings, if an incomprehensible language is used, uncommunicative or anachronistic, it is ineffective.
In every age, the Church is called to re-propose the Word of God in a language capable of being embodied in history and
reaching hearts. As Pope Francis reminds us, “Whenever we make the effort to return to the source and to recover the
original freshness of the Gospel, new avenues arise, new paths of creativity open up, with different forms of expression,
more eloquent signs and words with new meaning for today’s world”. [2]

Equally reductive, on the other hand, is a reading of Scripture that neglects its divine origin and ends up understanding it
as a mere human teaching, as something to be studied simply from a technical point of view or as a text "only of the
past”. [3] Rather, especially when proclaimed in the context of the liturgy, Scripture is intended to speak to today's
believers, to touch their present lives with their problems, to enlighten the steps to be taken and the decisions to be
made. This becomes possible only when believers read and interpret the sacred texts under the guidance of the same
Spirit who inspired them (cf. DV, 12).

In this regard, the Scripture serves to nurture the life and charity of believers, as Saint Augustine recalls: “Whoever ...
thinks that he understands the Holy Scriptures ... but puts such an interpretation upon them as does not tend to build up
this twofold love of God and our neighbour, does not yet understand them as he ought”. [4] The divine origin of the
Scripture also recalls that the Gospel, entrusted to the witness of the baptized, despite embracing all the dimensions of life
and reality, transcends them: it cannot be reduced to a mere philanthropic or social message, but is the joyful
proclamation of the full and eternal life that God has given to us in Jesus.

Dear brothers and sisters, let us thank the Lord because, in his goodness, he ensures our lives do not lack the essential
nourishment of his Word, and let us pray that our words, and even more so our lives, do not obscure the love of God that
is narrated in them.

[1] L. Alonso Schokel, La parola ispirata. La Bibbia alla luce della scienza del linguaggio ( The Inspired Word. The Scripture
in the Light of Language and Literature), Brescia 1987, 70.

[2] Francis, Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii gaudium (24 November 2013), 11.

[3] Benedict XVI, Post-synodal Apostolic Exhortation Verbum Domini (30 September 2010), 35.

[4] St. Augustine, De doctrina christiana |, 36, 40.



https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19651118_dei-verbum_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19651118_dei-verbum_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19651118_dei-verbum_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/audiences/2026/documents/20260204-udienza-generale.html#_ftn1
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en.html
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Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:
| will put my spirit in you that you may live,
and | will settle you upon your land;
thus you shall know that | am the LORD. (Ez 37:14)

Psalm:
With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. (Ps 130)

Second Reading:

If the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you,

the one who raised Christ from the dead
will give life to your mortal bodies also,
through his Sprit dwelling in you. (Rom 8:11)

Gospel:

“I am the resurrection and the life;

whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live,

and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.”
(Jn 11:25-26)

Excerpts from the Lecticnary for Mass £2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English transiation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass £ 1969, 1981, 1897,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation, All rights reserved

Live The Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

Lazarus, come out!” Jesus calls into the tomb.
These same words he cries into the depths

of our hearts. "Come out!" God is calling you.
Come out from the sleep of your indifference.
Easter is near, Now is the time. Come out!

Observances for the week of
March 22, 2026

Sunday: 5th Sunday of Lent
Monday: St, Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop
Wednesday: The Annunciation of the Lord

Next Sunday: Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord;
Holy Week begins

Virtues, Explained!

The virtue of faith is "man’s
response to God, who reveals
himself and gives himself to man."
(CCC 26). Faith is encouraged

by the complementary virtues of
hope and love, and through the
gift of understanding our faith
grows and strengthens.

Blessing for New Life

God, in Your goodness, restore
our hope.

Where we feel imprisoned, break
our chains.

Where we feel discouraged, bring
us light,

Where the ground feels dry,
break through with life anew.
Amen.
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Liturgical Life

(PRACTICING)

CATHOLIC

Mini Reflection: Jesus could have raised any random person from
the dead on this, the Fifth Sunday of Lent. So if it could have been
anyone, why was it Lazarus?

What Lazarus Wanted

“It must be so crazy, being God,” one of my friends said in high
school. "Does it feel like playing The Sims all day? Just making
people do stuff because you want to see what happens?”

| think we all sometimes fall into this warped manner of
thinking about God’s omnipotence. It's understandable, to a
degree. The flimsiness of our own agency in this world, our
real ability to impact or change anything ... well, it all feels
especially puny when you put it next to the power of the
Creator. "Oh God, thy sea is 50 great,” goes the old fisherman's
prayer. “And my boat is so small.

But today, in the raising of Lazarus from the dead, we are
reminded that God is all about giving us agency.

Jesus could have raised any random person from the dead

on this, the Fifth Sunday of Lent. His intention was clear: to
foreshadow his own passion, death and resurrection, and to
exhibit the closeness of God to those who mourn. “This iliness
is not to end in death,” he tells his companions. "But is for the
glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it."
(John 11:4)

So if it could have been anyone, why was it Lazarus?

| think the answer has to be that this was something Lazarus
agreed to. Perhaps not in an explicit way, for he didn't know
the mind or the plans of God. But in his friendship with Jesus,
in the strength of his faith and the depth of his devotion to
God, in every prayer he ever uttered — "Lord, let your will be
done" — he was agreeing to it. Over and over, in what he said
and what he did, Lazarus, beloved friend of Christ, said, “Lord, |
love you. Lord, use me."

In this last full week of Lent, let us say it with him: “Lord, | love
you. Lord, use me.”

— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Why do we do that?
Catholic Life Explained

Question:

Why Is the Vatican sometimes called the
"Holy See?”

Answer:

A little background in ecclesiology will
help explain why we call the Vatican the
Holy See. The Church is very structured
and organized in its hierarchy. A diocese
Is & geographic area governad by a
bishop appeinted by the Pope. Each
diocese is further broken down into
parishes, which have pastors who
represent the bishop in his teaching
authority.

The diocese of Rome has a particular role
in the Church because of its importance
and antiquity. The Pope is head of the
Church because he is the Bishop of Rome,
Every bishop has a seat or throne, which
is the symbol of his teaching authority
and is located in the cathedral of each
diocese. The Latin word for seat is
“sedes." So each diocese can be referred
to as a "see.” Most peopie think that St.
Peter's is the cathedral of Rome, but

St. John Lateran Basilica Is actually the
cathedral of the Archdiocese of Rome.
This is where the Pope’s seat or throne as
Bishop of Rome is found. So, the Holy See
is @ reference to the chair of Peter, the
Pope's Chair.
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TIFFANY PHAMTHAI

I've been part of this church family for over 27 years, and my
children were blessed to attend the school here '
It would be an honor to help my church family with their

' 1
DRE #1234802

real estate needs - whether buying or selling

N4 tiffanypcg@yahoo.com $ 714.580.2161 Broker Associate
LICENSED FOR OVER 27 YEARS FLUENT IN ENGLISH AND VIETNAMESE

Su Agente de Bienes

Raices de por Vida %

Over 40 years of experience. ] UAN CEVALLOS

Juan has helped over 1,500 families YOUR REALTOR FOR LIFE

with their Real Estate needs. — 714.313.6773

RE/MAX

juansellshomes@aol.com
www.JuanCevallosHomes.com

DRE #0D787807

Honest Guidance | Dependable | Integrity

WE ARE CURRENTLY SOLICITING LOCAL BUSINESSES OR INDIVIDUALS TO ADVERTISE IN OUR
WEEKLY BULLETIN TO HELP SUBSIDIZE THE PRINTING COSTS.

COSTS BELOW ARE FOR A BUSINESS-CARD SIZED AD:
(ONE YEAR (52 WEEKS) - $1,000.00
HALF-YEAR (26 WEEKS) - $600.00

THREE MONTHS (12 WEEKS) - $300.00

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED, PLEASE CONTACT TOM MA
TMA@STPOLYCARP.ORG
= SAINT POLYCARP (7]4) 893—2706
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PASTOR PARISH OFFICE FILIPINO COUNCIL

Fr. Viet Peter Ho (714) 893-2766 Erna Concepcion

PAROCHIAL VICARS_ info@stpolycarp.org SAMBAYAN CHOIR

Fr. Nicolaus Duy Thai | Jean (657) 230-3354

Fr. Luis Segura www.stpolycarp.org Bong (714) 872-6021

ADMINISTRATION HISPANIC COUNCIL/COORDINATORS

Tom H. Ma, Business Manager Celina Navarro (714) 864-4777

Ramona M., Joana A., Y&n N. & Melissa L. - Front Office DISCIPULOS MISIONEROS ADOLESCENTES (DMA)

FAITH FORMATION/FORMACION DE LA FE/CAC CHU'ONG TRINH GIAO LY Juan & Elvira Cruz (714) 292-4869

Sr. Jessica Corral, Faith Formation Programs (English/Spanish) Alejandro & Cecilia Perea (714) 989-3610

(714) 892-3158 ENCUENTRO MATRIMONIAL

Sr. Mary Anne Thién Hurong Nguyén, LHC (Vietnamese) Ramon & Eva Bautista (714) 583-2085

(714) 620-7895 JOVENES PARA CRISTO

Sr. Anna Anh Trdm Tran, Confirmation Programs Jose Soto (714) 595-9541

(714) 890-5200 Juan Vergara (714) 240-3129

Joseph Do, Youth Ministry Coordinator MATRIMONIOS VIDA EN CRISTO

(714) 620-7898 Hilario y Martina Rodriguez (714) 955-9289
_— _— MINISTERIO ACOMPANANTO PASTORAL

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES/MINISTERIOS LITURGICOS/BAN PHUNG Roberto Sanchez (714) 310-9714

VU Altar Servers/Servidores de Altar/Ban Gitip Lé RIOS DE AGUA VIVA

Mike Tran (English) (714) 262-7924 Martha Hernandez (714) 858-8207

Ricardo Valenzuela (Spanish) (714) 720-4549 VIETNAMESE COUNCIL/COORDINATORS

Thomas Phan (Vietnamese) (714) 603-4454 Calvin Chau Pang (714) 383-1766

Eucharistic Ministers/Ministros Eucaristicos/Thira Tdac Vién Thénh Thé Nguyén Hitu Phuéc (714) 750-7766

Maria Votendahl (English) (714) 893-2766 Nguyén Phudc Thang (714) 553-6065

Eva Salazar (Spanish) (714) 875-8873 VIETNAMESE CATHOLIC MOTHERS GROUP

Thang Nguyén( Vietnamese) (714) 553-6065 Ding Thi Nhung (714) 251-7191

Lectors/Lectores/Ban L&'i Chua VIETNAMESE CHARISMATIC PRAYERS

Marcia Vojtech (English) (714) 270-0867 Thuan Nguyén (714) 471-3104

Nicolas Urban (Spanish) (714) 264-6489 VIETNAMESE CURSILLO GROUP

Lé Tran (Vietnamese) (714) 383-2924 Nguy&n Hoang Lién Chau (714) 468-7096

Music Ministry VIETNAMESE DOMINICAN PRAYERS GROUP

Kara Ford ; (714) 893-2766 Ly Thi Tu (657) 527-2363

Ushers/Ujieres/Ban Hwd'ng Ddn VIETNAMESE DUNG LAC CHOIR

Deacon Larry Leone (English) (714) 893-2766 Chau Nguyén (Saturday) (714) 722-8593

Guadalupe Juarez (Spanish) (714) 710-0862 Hién Pao (Sunday) (818) 939-1035

Tran Viét Tué (Vietnamese) (714) 305-7897 VIETNAMESE EUCHARISTIC YOUTH MOVEMENT

BAPTISMS/BAUTISMOS/Ban Rira Toi Trudng Tung Nguyén (714) 553-4651

Please call the Parish Office (714) 893-2766 VIETNAMESE LANGUAGE SCHOOL

FUNERALS/FUNERALES/TANG LE Lan Nguy&n (714) 653-5124

Please call the Parish Office (714) 893-2766 VIETNAMESE LINH THAO PRAYERS GROUP

QUINCEANERAS Tri T6n (714) 475-0001

Please call the Parish Office (714) 893-2766 VIETNAMESE LITURGY DANCE GROUP

WEDDINGS/BODAS/BAN HON PHOI Yén Nguy&n (714) 728-6626

Please call the Parish Office (714) 893-2766 VIETNAMESE MARIAN DEVOTION ASSOCIATION (Hi Dén Ta)

ENGLISH ROSARY Tram Nguyén (714) 489-1174

Karen Trousil (714) 893-2766 VIETNAMESE MEN’S SACRED HEART COUNCIL GROUP

FINANCE COUNCIL Kevin Pham (714) 331-4369

Marcia Vojtech (714) 270-0867 VIETNAMESE SACRED HEART CHOIR

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS Clc Nguyén (714) 603-3933

Marty Wenzel (714) 349-1894 VIETNAMESE VOCATIONAL SUPPORT ASSOCIATION

LEGION OF MARY/LEGIO MARIAE Bach V{i Van Anh (714) 414-8261

Bill Williams (Eng) (714) 330-4871

Eduardo Medrano (Sp) (714) 591-3860

Ngé Man Nhi (Vn) (714) 234-0272

PASTORAL COUNCIL

Pat Casey (714) 723-0141

PRO SANCTITY MOVEMENT PRAYER GROUP
Cathy McDonnell (714) 496-9597



