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SAINT POLYCARP
CATHOLIC CHURCH

8100 Chapman Avenue, Stanton CA 90680 | (714) 893-2766 | www.stpolycarp.org

MISSION STATEMENT
We are a faith-based Catholic community whose
members are enriched by the celebration of the
Sacraments and opportunities to deepen our prayer
lives. Guided by the Word of God and family values,
we strive always to be a beacon of light for the lost,
the lonely, the marginalized, and all those seeking
the truth as we walk in the footsteps of those first
disciples of Jesus and our patron St. Polycarp.

CLERGY WEEKEND MASSES
PASTOR Saturday
Rev. Viet Peter Ho 5:00PM  English
7:00 PM Vietnamese
PAROCHIAL VICAR Sunday
Rev. Nicolaus Duy Thai 7:30 AM  English
Rev. Luis Segura 9:00 AM  Spanish
11:00 AM  English
DEACONS 1:00PM  Spanish

Dcn. Ramiro Lopez
Dcn. Larry Leone
Dcn. Davis Tri Do
Dcn. Juan Ochoa

SUPPORT STAFF

BUSINESS MANAGER
Tom H. Ma

FAITH FORMATION
(ENGLISH/SPANISH)
Sister Jessica Corral

FAITH FORMATION
(VIETNAMESE)
Sister Mary Anne
Thién Hrong Nguyén

CONFIRMATION
PROGRAM
Sister Anna Anh Tram Tran

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Kara Ford

YOUTH COORDINATOR
Joseph Do

4:00 PM Vietnamese
6:00 PM Spanish

WEEKDAY MASSES
6:30 AM English (Mon-Fri)
8:30 AM English (Mon-Sat)
6:30 PM  Spanish (Mon)
6:30 PM Vietnamese (Fri)

EUCHARISTIC

ADORATION
9:00 AM - 10 AM (Fri)
3:30 PM - 4:30 PM (Sat)

SACRAMENT OF

RECONCILIATION
7:15 PM (Monday)
9:00 AM  (Friday)
3:30 PM (Saturday)

OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday
9:30 AM - 12:00 PM
1:30 PM - 5:30 PM
Sunday
8:30 AM - 12:30 PM
1:30 PM - 3:30 PM

info@stpolycarp.org
BULLETIN: editor@stpolycarp.org
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THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

POPE’S INTENTION -
JANUARY

For Prayer with the Word of God

Let us pray that praying with the Word of
God be nourishment for our lives and a
source of hope in our communities, helping
us to build a more fraternal and missionary
Church.

JANUARY 4, 2026




MASS INTENTIONS/INTENCIONES DE MISA/

XIN Y LE CAU NGUYEN

Saturday, January 3, 2026

5:00 PM Joseph Ho® & Kim Sonr;
All Souls in Purgatoryr
7:00 PM Maria®
Sunday, January 4, 2026
7:30 AM Peter Trap Maitr & All Ancestorsr;
Flores Ramires Family &
Elizabeth Alvarez (birthday)
9:00 AM Arturo Valtierra, Jr.%¢; Vicente T,
Jose Lopez¥ & Elidora Moreno
11:00 AM  Edwin Campos Gonzalez® &
Lourdes Campos Gonzalez¥;
Souls of all Deceased Loved OnesT
1:00 PM Maria Luisa Tadeott, Pedro TadeoT &
Delia Marquez®
4:00 PM Families affected by earthquake in Japan
6:00 PM Marietta Dietz MatosT &
Jhonny Dietz Matos®
Monday, January 5, 2026
6:30 AM  Jose Carlos Arzaga®, Armando Ortiz? &
Carlos Ortiztt
8:30 AM Alex Guevara (birthday);
Anna Maria Tu Nguyent,
Anthony Thu Nguyeni, Nam Thi LeT &
All Souls
6:30 PM Maria Reyesi* & Natalia Salazar;

Guadalupe Quiroz

Tuesday, January 6, 2026

6:30 AM
8:30 AM

All Ancestors®; Christopher A.
Augustino Than Nguyent &
Anna Ngan Pham®

Wednesday, January 7, 2026

6:30 AM

8:30 AM

Bernabe Alvarado Jimenezir &

Francisco Arteaga®; Monica Do NguyenT™ &
Joseph Hung Nguyentr

Sara Rivera (health), Thomas G. Ramasir &
Usher Ramas®

Thursday, January 8, 2026

6:30 AM Fermin Rlvera®
8:30 AM Francisco Munos, Jr. % & Martin Torrezt
Friday, January 9, 2026
6:30 AM  Joseph Ho® & Kim Trien
8:30 AM Rev. Lawrence FrizzellT;
Catarina Hong Pham®
6:30 PM Maria Lew & Thi Tuat®™

Saturday, January 10, 2026

8:30 AM

Rodrigo de Jesus Montenegro® &
Johnny Dietz Matos®

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13/
Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12

Monday: 1Jn 3:22-4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a/
Mt 4:12-17, 23-25

Tuesday: 1Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8/Mk 6:34-44

Wednesday: 1Jn4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13/
Mk 6:45-52

Thursday: 1Jn 4:19-5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17/
Lk 4:14-22a

Friday: 1Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20/
Lk 5:12-16

Saturday: 1Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a

and 9b/Jn 3:22-30

Next Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10/

Acts 10:34-38/Mt 3:13-17
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Dec 27/28 Masses $22,824.00
Dec 27/28 Online Giving S 2,022.28
Total collection: $ 24,846.28

Christmas Masses—$23,566.00

Thank you for your support! jGracias por su apoyo!
Cém on tém long quéng dai cua moi ngudi.

FAITH FORMATION OFFICE HOURS
English/Spanish Religious Education

(714) 892-3158
Monday/Thursday

2 PM—6 PM
Saturday 9 AM—1PM
Confirmation Programs

(714) 890-5200

Tuesday/Wednesday 1 PM—5:30 PM
Friday 1 PM—5PM
Sunday 8 AM—3 PM

Vietnamese Religious Education
(714) 620-7895
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 2 PM—5:30 PM

Saturday 10 AM—1 PM
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Happy New Year! This weekend of the Epiphany ushers us into the year 2026. Joining my brother
priests, deacons, religious sisters, and parish staff, | wish you a joyful and blessed year.

Dear Parishioners of Saint Polycarp,

The celebration of the Feast of Epiphany focuses on the revelation of Jesus Christ to the three magi,
who have also been known in certain countries as the three kings. As scriptures indicated, the magi
were people coming from the East; they followed the pattern of a special star which scriptures called
the Star of Bethlehem. After having reached Jerusalem and been inquired of the place of the birth of the
newborn King, they arrived at Bethlehem and found the Baby Jesus, along with His parents Mary and
Joseph. To them, Jesus is the Star of Bethlehem or the newborn King. Many religious hymns and secular
songs have been dedicated to Jesus as the Star of Bethlehem or the newborn King.

The revelation of Jesus to the magi speaks of a wider revelation by God to the whole universe. Jesus was
born as a Jew, but He is given as gift and Savior to the universe. The magi represent us, who are given
the grace of revelation to know and to accept Jesus as our Savior.

As indicated in my pastoral letter on the Third Week of Advent (December 14, 2025), our parish of Saint
Polycarp is welcoming a new guest who will be staying with us until the end of May: His name is Deacon
Francis Ang. Deacon Francis is a transitional deacon who, by the will of God, will be ordained to the
priesthood on the first weekend of June, Please join me to welcome him. A brief biography of him is
posted on the parish website. He will introduce himself to us at all Masses in the coming week.

Lastly, as we enter into a new year, | look back at past year and thank God for all of you; | thank God for
your faith, fidelity to His Church, and love to this local church of Saint Polycarp. | look forward to this
new year with joy and confidence that God is always with us and that He will continue to bestow His
blessings on us all. May Mary, Joseph, and the patron Saint Polycarp guard you and your family in God's
love.

Father Viet Peter Ho
Pastor




Las lecturas de la semana del 4 de enero de 2026

Domingo: Is60, 1-6/Sal 71, 1-2. 7-8. 10-11. 12-13/
Ef 3, 2-3. 5-6/Mt 2, 1-12
Lunes: 1Jn3,22-4,6/Sal 2, 7-8. 10-12/
Mt 4, 12-17. 23-25
Martes: 1Jn 4, 7-10/Sal 71, 1-2. 3-4. 7-8/Mc 6, 34-44
Miércoles: 11Jn4,11-18/Sal 71, 1-2. 10. 12-13/Mc 6, 45-52
Jueves: 1Jn4,19-5,4/Sal 71,1-2.14y 15.17/
Lc 4, 14-22
Viernes: 1Jn5,5-13/Sal 147, 12-13. 14-15. 19-20/
Lc 5, 12-16
Sabado: 1Jn5,14-21/Sal 149, 1-2.3-4.5y 6y 9/
Jn 3, 22-30
Domingo: Is42,1-4.6-7/Sal 28, 1-2. 3-4. 3. 9-10/

Hch 10, 34-38/Mt 3, 13-17

Las conmemoraciones de la semana del 4 de enero de 2026

Domingo: Dia de la Epifania del Sefor

Lunes: San Juan Neumann, obispo

Martes: San André Bessette, religioso
Miércoles: San Raimundo de Pefafort, sacerdote
Domingo: El Bautismo del Sefor

(PRACTICANDO) CATOLICA: RECONOCE A DIOS EN TUS
MOMENTOS ORDINARIOS
Por Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Mini reflexidn: De todas las estrellas que podrias seguir,
écudl te dice la voz, esa que estas en lo profundo de ti, que
persigas? Sefalala. Y adelante.

Las Estrellas que Seguimos
Todo el mundo sigue una estrella.

Es parte de la naturaleza humana buscar. Si somos ricos,
gueremos ser mas ricos. Si somos inteligentes, queremos
ser mas inteligentes. Si somos poderosos, queremos ser mas
poderosos.

No podemos quedarnos en un solo lugar, por asi decirlo,
para decir: "Soy lo que soy, tengo lo que tengo y es
suficiente". Incluso el acto mismo de mantener un estatus
quo, ya sea salud, riqueza o bondad espiritual, requiere
accion. Requiere esfuerzo. Requiere movimiento. Esta es la
naturaleza humana. No hay nada de malo en ello. Cuando
dejamos de buscar, morimos.

Pero équé buscamos? ¢Addnde vamos?

A menudo me pregunto si los Reyes Magos sabian lo que
estaban buscando, si realmente lo sabian. Buscaban al "rey
recién nacido de los judios", si, pero ientendian quién era?
¢Qué era? No veo cdmo podrian haberlo hecho. Eran

hombres sabios, pero no eran profetas. Simplemente
sabian que este era un esfuerzo que tenian que emprender.
Lo sabian en sus almas.

Realmente hay muy poco que sepamos con certeza sobre
los Reyes Magos. No sabemos cuantos de ellos habia. No
conocemos su religion. No sabemos de donde vinieron.
Todo lo que sabemos con certeza es que oyeron una voz
gue escucharon en lo profundo de si mismos. Y, prestando
atencioén a esa voz, se fueron.

¢Y qué encontraron? Encontraron lo que todos buscamos,
incluso si, tontamente, lo buscamos en riquezas o poder.

Encontraron el rostro del Nino.

Asi que dime esto. De todas las estrellas que podrias seguir,
écudl te dice la voz, esa que estds en lo profundo de ti, que
persigas?

Senalala. Y adelante.

MEDITACION DEL EVANGELIO — ALENTAR UN
ENTENDIMIENTO MAS PROFUNDO DE LA ESCRITURA

Hoy celebramos la Solemnidad de la Epifania, y el evangelio
narra la presencia de tres reyes magos que buscaban a
Jesus para adorarlo y llevarle regalos. “Al entrar en la casa,
vieron al nifio con Maria, su madre; se arrodillaron y lo
adoraron. Abrieron sus cofres y le ofrecieron regalos de oro,
incienso y mirra” (Mateo 2:11). Los magos representan a
todos los pueblos y razas. La misericordia de Dios queda
manifestada en su Hijo. “Sefior Dios, que en este dia
manifestaste a tu Unigénito a las naciones guidndolas por la
estrella, concede a los que ya te conocemos por la fe que
lleguemos a contemplar la hermosura de tu excelsa
gloria...” (Oracién colecta).

El evangelio nos dice también que los magos, al ver la
estrella de nuevo, se llenaron de alegria. ¢ Qué estrella
seguimos nosotros? ¢ Quién nos orienta? Cabe reflexionar
un poco sobre la misién de la Iglesia, que es llevar la luz del
Evangelio a todos y a todas las culturas. Entonces, écudl es
mi misidn especificamente? Sera favorecer la Epifania, es
decir, manifestar a Dios desde nuestro entorno y vocacién
con sencillez y humildad. Vivimos en un mundo de retos y
de mucha violencia, donde los derechos y la dignidad
humana son pisoteados por los Herodes de nuestro tiempo.
Nuestra tarea es seguir luchando para que tu Luz brille en
las tinieblas y la esperanza siga viva en cada hijo e hija tuya
gue te busca con fe para adorarte. Porque TU eres para
todos. OLPi



HINH ANH THANH LE MONG CHOA GIANG SINH 2025

Chutong trinh fam Bénh Chumg - Banh Tét gay quj Tét Binh Ngosssp 3"

"’

Nam hét Tét dén cing nhau don chao miia Xuan mai Binh Ngo, (ong doan chiing ta sé t6 chirc chuong trinh
lam banh chung - banh tét ban Tét nham gay quy cho cacsinh hoat mucvuy.
Kinh méi quy 6ng ba, anh chj em quang dai tham gia tinh nguyén trong cac cong viéc nhu: Lau Ia - Lam nhan - G6i
banh - Ndu banh - Va cacphan viéchd trg khac.
Pay |a chuong trinh gay quy chinh cia (dng doan trong nam. Chang con tha thiét mong nhan dugc sy chung
tay cia moi ngudi. Suhién dién, hy sinh va dong gép cia quy vi la mén qua quy gia Chiaa ban cho (dng doan,
gitp ching ta tiép tuc strvy phyc vy va xay dung doi song dac tin chung.
Thoigian : Bat ddu tir 9:00 sang Thir Bay, ngay 24/01/2026. va ti€p tuc cho dén
hétngay15/02/2026.

Piadiém : TaiHOi truong Gido xrThanh Polycarp

Rdt mong dugc gdp lai dong dao quy cdng doan trong nhimg ngay lam viéc
ddy niém vuiva tinh than ai.




: LIEN NHOM CURSILLO
i CONG POAN ST. POLYCARP ——

ursillo 1a mot phong trao ctia Gido Hi Cong Gido, truc thudc HHi DOng Gido Hoang Pac Trach Gido Dan va da
dugc cac Pirc Gido Hoang tién nhiém chic lanh. Nhan Dai hoi Cursillo Thé gidi ky I tai Rdma ngay 20/5/1966.
Pirc Phaold Vida chon Thanh Phaold Tong P6 lam b6n mang cla phong trao.

Tur Cursillo trong tiéng Tay Ban Nha c6 nghia 1a “kh6a hoc ngdn”, dugc hidu nhu mot cudc tai tham dinh dirc tin
(6ng giao 6 mirc dd trudng thanh, déng thoi la mot phuong thé canh tan doi song Kitd hiru.
Phong trao Cursillo dugc hinh thanh véi smang Phic Am héa thé gidi, ciing Ia muyc tiéu chung ctia Gido Hoi.

¥ Gitp cac Cursillistas s6ng nhimg nén tang can ban ctia doi s6ng Kitdé hiu: yéu mén Thién Chaa va yéu
thuong tha nhan, dugc nudi dudng qua ba cudc gdp g thiét yéu: gap go chinh minh, gap go Pirc Kito, va

gap gothanhan.
¥ DatKito gido lam try cOt trong doi song xa hoi, qua viéc séng dirc tin gitra doi thudng va tiép tuc cing ¢ ba
cudcgap gonéntangdy.
Phong trao trién khai qua ba giai doan:
1. Tién Cursillo - conngudi tim kiém DlcKitd.
2. Khéa Cursillo - conngudigap go DacKito.
3. HauCursillo - con ngudi budc theo Birc Kitd trong sir mang Phic Am hoa moi trudng, kién tri
trong “ngay Thir Tu” qua Hoi nhom va Ultreya., [a nhirg phuong thé gitp Cursillistas bén dé va trd nén
men trong doi.

Stre manh ctia Cursillo phat xudt tir On Chaa va sy déng hanh huynh dé, dugc dién ta qua cau tam niém: “Mot tay

nam Chaa, mot tay nam Idy anh chi em minh” va “De Colores” mang v nghia thiéng liéng: dé la niém vui, sy
tuoi mai va cdi nhin ddy hy vong khi con ngudi cdm nhan dugc tinh yéu Thién Chia trong cudc séng.

Nhém sinh hoat vao Chaa nhat ddu thang lac 5g15 chiéu tai Phong Muc Vy Gido xur St. Polycarp
Lién nhom trudng: Nguyén Hoang Lién Chau - 714-468-7096
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A heartfelt thank you to everyone who contributed (o our 2025
Pustorsd Sevvice Appesl (PSA). This vear, +94 famifies participared,
and we have already pakd $218,753 00. Our expected rebate of
£120,753.00 is being used to improve and repair our church and our
school building facilities. We deeply appreciate your genemsity and
continued support. :
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St. Polycarp Catholic Church
r) 8100 Chapman Ave,
, . » \ Stanton, CA 90680

.
www.stpolycarp.org o
(714) 893-2766 1 Jp <5~ &

THE CHURCHES IN AFRICA, EASTERN AND
CENTRAL EUROPE, AND LATIN AMERICA

?’W 2ND COLLECTION [

1/10/2026 — 1/11/2026

Your generous support for this collection helps provide lay leadership training,
catechesis, priestly and religious formation, and many ather programs that share
our Carhalic faith with those whao ang 10 hear the Good News of Christ.
Pleasa gwvea genarously.
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Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new
creation. | he old has
passed away; behold, the
new has come.

—2 Cor 5:17 (ESV)

May God’s peace be upon

you and remain with you
throughout the year.

How to Share Your Faith
With Anyone Worlchop

Saturday, January 10, 2026, 8:30am-3:30pm

Christ Cathedral Pastoral Center

Auditorium, 4th Floor
13280 Chapman Ave., Garden Grove, CA

Adam Janke
President

St. Paul Streot
Evangelization

You WIill Learn:

« How to talk about your faith naturally

« How to share your story of what God
has done in your life

+ How to Invite athers to take one small
step closer to Jesus

Cost: $15

% stpaulse.com/
3 gardengrove

# romaN caTHOLIC
Ve 9/ DIOCESE .- ORANGE

Fr. cm.s Heath

What's a nice priest like me doing in a place like Archives?

The surprising connections between my
personal story and the Diocese of Orange

Join us as Fr. Chris shares. through photographs and his quick wit. ties in diocesan
history, his family story, and his vocation. as wel as an explanation of the archives de-
partment. This faith fNilled and fun event is not 1o De missedl

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Irvine
Tuesday, January 20, 2026
10:00 am (check in 9:45)

12:00 pm Lunch

$30 includes lunch
RSVP by January 16. Ma:l checks payable to ODCCW
c/o Susan Navarrete, 14245 Utrillo Dr., Irvine, CA 82606

or contact Susan at 848-345.9130

or by email at snavarrete150@gmail com

Wedding Banns
01/10—Lan Do & Jadon Vu
01/10—Christopher Doan & Delina Nguyen
01/17—Maricruz & Luis Gallegos

Funerals
01/05—Doris Bonnici (10 AM)
01/10—Ivan Manzana (10 AM)




Greetings, St. Polycarp Catholic Church!

My name is Deacon Francis Ang, and | was recently
ordained on December 6, 2025. | am a transitional deacon
which is a deacon that is on his way to the priesthood!
God-willing | will be ordained a priest this coming June.

Bishop Vann and the diocese have assigned me here to
this beautiful parish for my diaconal assignment for the
next six months. | look forward to meeting you and serving
you.

A little information about me: | am an Anaheim native,
born and raised. My home parish growing up is St.
Boniface. | grew up attending St. Catherine’s Military
Academy followed by Loara High School.

Before entering the seminary, | worked as a Registered Nurse. It was through caring for the suffering
and dying that | began to hear the Lord's call to serve him through the vocation of the priesthood.

Please know of my prayers for you as | begin my ministry. Please also pray for all those discerning a
vocation to the priesthood and consecrated life.

In Christ,
Francis Ang

iSaludos, Iglesia Catdlica de San Policarpo!
Soy Diacono Francis Ang y fui ordenado recientemente, el 6 de diciembre de 2025. Soy un diacono
transitorio, lo cual significa que soy un diacono que esta en camino al sacerdocio. Dios mediante, seré

ordenado sacerdote este proximo mes de junio.

El Obispo Vann y la diocesis me han asignado a esta hermosa parroquia para ejercer mi ministerio
diaconal durante los proximos seis meses. Espero con alegria conocerles y servirles.

Un poco sobre mi: Soy nativo de Anaheim, nacido y criado aqui. La parroquia de mi infancia es San
Bonifacio. Asisté estudios en St. Catherine's Military Academy y posteriormente en Loara High School.

Antes de entar al seminario, trabajé como enfermero por cinco afios. Fue al cuidar a los enfermos y a
los moribundos que comencé a escuchar el llamado del Sefior a servirle en la vocacién sacerdotal.

Cuenten con mis oraciones por ustedes al comenzar mi ministerio. Por favor, oren también por todos
los que disciernen la vocacion al sacerdocio y a la vida consagrada.

En Cristo,
Diacono Francis



Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:
Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has come,
the glory of the Lord shines upon you. (Is 60:1)

Psalm:
Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. (Ps 72)

Second Reading:
It was not made known to people in other generations

as it has now been revealed

to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit:

that the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body.
(Eph 3:5-6)

Gospel:

“Where is the newborn king of the Jews?
We saw his star at its rising

and have come to do him homage.” (Mt 2:2)

Excorpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD,
The English transiation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass £ 1969, 1981, 1897,
International Commission on Enalish in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved

Live The Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

The journey of the Magi reflects how

treacherous our Christian life on earth can
be. Always, evil works against us — Satan

lays traps. He sows confusion. May we, like
the Magi, recognize the will of God as our
guiding star.

Observances for the week of
January 4, 2026

Sunday: The Epiphany of the Lord
Monday: St. John Neumann, Bishop
Tuesday: St. André Bessette, Religious

Wednesday: St. Raymond of Penyafort, Priest
Next Sunday: The Baptism of the Lord

Virtues, Explained!

The virtue of love seeks the good
of the other, a reflection of the
love of God who created us for
this very purpose. In practicing
this virtue, we express the
fullness of our identities as sons
and daughters of God. In true
Christian love, we find freedom.

Epiphany Blessing

Dear God,

It was You who inspired the Magi
to follow the star to find You.
Inspire us to seek You, as well.
Bless our homes and families this
season, make them places where
we can encounter You through
prayer and community.

Amen.

cLPi SUNDAY, JANUARY 4, 2026 | THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD



Liturgical Life

oLPi

(PRACTICING)

CATHOLIC

Mini Reflection: Of all the stars you could follow, which one
does the voice — that one deep within you — tell you to chase?
Point to it. And go forth.

The Stars We Follow
Everyone follows a star.

It is human nature to seek. If we are rich, we want to be richer.
If we are smart, we want to be smarter. If we are powerful, we
want to be more powerful,

We cannot stay in one place, so to speak — to say, | am what
| am, | have what | have, and it is enough.” Even the very act
of maintaining a status quo, be it health or wealth or spiritual
goodness, requires action. It requires effort. It requires
movement. This is human nature. There is nothing wrong with
it. When we stop seeking, we die.

But what are we looking for? Where are we going?

| often wonder if the Magi knew what they were seeking —
really, truly knew. They were seeking “the newborn king of
the Jews,” yes, but did they understand who he was? What he
was? | don't see how they could have. They were wise men,
but they were not prophets. They simply knew this was an
endeavor they had to undertake. They knew it in their souls.

There really is very little that we know for certain about the
Magi. We don’'t know how many of them there were. We don't
know their religion. We don't know where they came from. All
we know for certain is that they listened to a voice they heard
deep within themselves, And, heeding that voice, they went
forth,

And what did they find? They found what we all seek, even if,
foolishly, we seek it in riches or power.

They found the face of the Child.

So tell me this. Of all the stars you could follow, which one
does the voice — that one deep within you— tell you to chase?

Point to it. And go forth.

— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Why do we do that?
Catholic Life Explained

Question:

Magi, Three Kings, Three Wise Men...
who were they?

Answer:

We sing songs, aive gifts, and move three
mysterious men into our manger scenes.
There's a rich heritage in the Catholic
Church of celebrating the magi, but

their origins are steeped in mystery. The
original Greek calls these men magoi. The
word is translated elsewhere in Scripture
to mean “magician,” but a similar word
was used in ancient history to describe an
entirely different set of people altogether.
In what is now modern-day Iran, the
ruling empire had a wealthy priestly

caste known as the Magi, At the time of
Christ, the Magi formed one of the ruling
councils of the Parthian Empire, These
priests interpreted dreams and read the
stars to anticipate major events that could
affect the fortunes of the empire.

We're not exactly sure where the magi

of the Gospels traveled from. Matthew
simply says “the east." History tells us
that the ancient regions of Persia, Assyria,
and Babylon all had a magi priesthood at
the time of Christ. Whichever region they
hailed from, they likely traveled over one
thousand miles over the course of several
months to arrive at the Holy Family,
Unfortunately for the classic song, there
is no concrete evidence these men were
themselves kings, though they did bear
gifts “from afar” at the prompting of their
astronomical calculations.
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PASTOR

Fr. Viet Peter Ho
PAROCHIAL VICARS

Fr. Nicolaus Duy Thai

Fr. Luis Segura
ADMINISTRATION

Tom H. Ma, Business Manager
Ramona M., Joana A., Yén N. & Esperanza H. - Front Office

FAITH FORMATION/FORMACION DE LA FE/CAC CHUONG TRINH GIAO LY
Sr. Jessica Corral, Faith Formation Programs (English/Spanish) (714) 892-3158
Sr. Mary Anne Thién Huong Nguyén, LHC (Vietnamese) (714) 620-7895
Sr. Anna Anh Trdm Tran, Confirmation Programs (714) 890-5200
Joseph Do, Youth Ministry Coordinator (714) 620-7898

PARISH OFFICE
(714) 893-2766
info@stpolycarp.org
www.stpolycarp.org

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES/MINISTERIOS LITURGICOS/BAN PHUNG VU

Altar Servers/Servidores de Altar/Ban Gitp Lé

Mike Tran (English)
Ricardo Valenzuela (Spanish)
Thomas Phan (Vietnamese)

Eucharistic Ministers/Ministros Eucaristicos/Thira Tdc Vién Thanh Thé

Maria Votendahl (English)

Eva Salazar (Spanish)

Thang Nguyén( Vietnamese)
Lectors/Lectores/Ban Léi Chia
Marcia Vojtech (English)

Nicolas Urban (Spanish)

Lé Tran (Vietnamese)

Music Ministry

Kara Ford

Ushers/Ujieres/Ban Hwé'ng Dén
Deacon Larry Leone (English)
Guadalupe Juarez (Spanish)

Tran Viét Tué (Vietnamese)
BAPTISMS/BAUTISMOS/Ban Rira Toi
Please call the Parish Office
FUNERALS/FUNERALES/TANG LE
Please call the Parish Office
QUINCEANERAS

Please call the Parish Office
WEDDINGS/BODAS/BAN HON PHOI
Please call the Parish Office
ENGLISH ROSARY

Karen Trousil

FINANCE COUNCIL

Marcia Vojtech

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Marty Wenzel

LEGION OF MARY/LEGIO MARIAE
Bill Williams (Eng)

Eduardo Medrano (Sp)

Ngdé Man Nhi (Vn)

PASTORAL COUNCIL

Pat Casey

(714) 262-7924
(714) 720-4549
(714) 603-4454

(714) 893-2766
(714) 875-8873
(714) 553-6065

(714) 270-0867
(714) 264-6489
(714) 383-2924

(714) 893-2766

(714) 893-2766
(714) 710-0862
(714) 305-7897

(714) 893-2766

(714) 893-2766

(714) 893-2766

(714) 893-2766

(714) 893-2766

(714) 270-0867

(714) 349-1894

(714) 330-4871
(714) 591-3860
(714) 234-0272

(714) 723-0141

PRO SANCTITY MOVEMENT PRAYER GROUP

Cathy McDonnell

(714) 496-9597

FILIPINO COUNCIL

Erna Concepcion

SAMBAYAN CHOIR

Jean (657) 230-3354
Bong (714) 872-6021
HISPANIC COUNCIL/COORDINATORS

Celina Navarro (714) 864-4777
DISCIPULOS MISIONEROS ADOLESCENTES (DMA)

Juan & Elvira Cruz (714) 292-4869
Alejandro & Cecilia Perea (714) 989-3610

ENCUENTRO MATRIMONIAL
Ramon & Eva Bautista

JOVENES PARA CRISTO
Jose Soto (714) 595-9541
Juan Vergara (714) 240-3129

MATRIMONIOS VIDA EN CRISTO
Hilario y Martina Rodriguez (714) 955-9289

MINISTERIO ACOMPANANTO PASTORAL
Roberto Sanchez (714) 310-9714

RIOS DE AGUA VIVA
Martha Hernandez (714) 858-8207

VIETNAMESE COUNCIL/COORDINATORS

Calvin Chau bdng (714) 383-1766
Nguyén Hiru Phudc (714) 750-7766
Nguyén Phuéc Thing (714) 553-6065
VIETNAMESE CATHOLIC MOTHERS GROUP

Di3ng Thi Nhung (714) 251-7191

VIETNAMESE CHARISMATIC PRAYERS

Thuan Nguyén (714) 471-3104
VIETNAMESE CURSILLO GROUP

Nguyé&n Hoang Lién Chau (714) 468-7096
VIETNAMESE DOMINICAN PRAYERS GROUP

Ly Thi Tu (657) 527-2363
VIETNAMESE DUNG LAC CHOIR

Chau Nguyén (Saturday) (714) 722-8593
Hién Dao (Sunday) (818) 939-1035
VIETNAMESE EUCHARISTIC YOUTH MOVEMENT
Trudng Tung Nguyén (714) 553-4651
VIETNAMESE LANGUAGE SCHOOL

(714) 583-2085

Lan Nguyén (714) 653-5124
VIETNAMESE LINH THAO PRAYERS GROUP
Tri T6n (714) 475-0001

VIETNAMESE LITURGY DANCE GROUP
Yé&n Nguyén (714) 728-6626

VIETNAMESE MARIAN DEVOTION ASSOCIATION (Hdi Pén Ta)

Tram Nguyén (714) 489-1174

VIETNAMESE MEN’S SACRED HEART COUNCIL GROUP

Kevin Pham (714) 331-4369
VIETNAMESE SACRED HEART CHOIR
Cuic Nguyén (714) 603-3933

VIETNAMESE VOCATIONAL SUPPORT ASSOCIATION
Bach Vi Van Anh (714) 414-8261



